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The Normal School Ideal* 
VIII 


New 


its origin and history the normal school 

not primarily originator educational thought, 

but certain sense formulator. other 


words, its chief business, for the purpose fur- 
thering the educational process, work out 
practical forms current educational thought 
originating outside the normal school. This 
both the administrative and the scientific 
side education, the latter including all that body knowledge 
comes from physiology, biology, psychology, and the other 
lesser educational sciences. The function the normal school 
therefore striking and indispensable one. Before progressive 
ideas can take root and prove themselves beneficent applica- 
tion there must individuals and institutions perform just 
this service formulation and adjustment the conditions 
the times. The normal school naturally conservative institu- 
tion, seldom itself pushing out into new truth, have 
seen, seldom, when observes its ideals, applying the new until 
tested and proved more than fancy half truth. There 
are, however, different kinds conservatism, that which de- 


For other chapters the series concluded this article see 
for March, 1909, June, 1909, November, 1909, January, 1910, September, 1912, 
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velops set forms and continues them unchanged till they become 
stereotyped that institutions simply mark time, and again 
that which performs its practical functions equally well, but 
the alert find the real the new, discard the outworn 
and faulty the old, and work old and new into something 
better than either, because each modified for the better. This 
essential the evolutionary process which every institution 
represents. normal schools have been the first type, 
some the second. the whole there has perhaps been 
greater leaning toward the first. This outcome has been natural 
one from the rather narrow work assumed the normal school. 
But when relations are clearly appreciated, which the first 
condition professional thought, there found every- 
thing the situation inspire normal school progres- 
siveness. 

While the primary function the normal school such 
have described, viz., that the conservator, this means 
its only function. There good reason why should not 
and discoverer. Such line activity not only 
not outside its province, natural prerogative. body 
people intent upon professional work may well make some con- 
tributions this direction without neglecting their primary 
functions. The new normal school feel this prerogative 
more than the old and carry its feeling into action. 

The normal school therefore must, the one hand, forswear 
becoming, were, pedagogical junkshop, and, the other, 
avoid hurrying inconsiderately apply every new idea. 
chief duty give stability educational practice. the 
same time must maintain vigor and freshness and foster new 
growth. must test new ideas others and develop new ideas 
its own. 

One the first things the normal school needs new pro- 
gram which relations parts are better adjusted new con- 
ditions, and new incidences are established. practical experi- 
ence the practice the normal school seems have been de- 
vote the larger share its energies academic knowledge and 
pedagogy, and furnish such limited opportunity for applica- 
tion and testing that there has been seen serious handicap 
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real assimilation and interpretative power. this not 
mean that there has been too little practice teaching merely, 
though this side normal training has been and woefully 
neglected, that present have little more than lame make- 
shifts this direction. refer rather the narrowness our 
practical applications pedagogical principles outside prac- 
tice teaching. The following analysis will make this 

The externals normal school training have far outstripped 
the internals. School architecture and school equipment have 
responded reasonably current demands. The same true 
the general curriculum the training school; but the interrela- 
tion its elements, the development unity them, place 
conglomeration detached parts, the choice and adaptation 
the subject matter the curriculum, and the method treat- 
ing it, have lagged behind, probably because they are more sub- 
ject conservative forces and more tied But, 
what more particularly our purpose here, the adjustment 
the training curriculum current problems, the serious study 
local and national conditions, and the adaptation practical 
work the organization modern society are conspicuously 
lacking. What may with propriety called the objective and 
subjective sides teacher’s training are therefore not well 
balanced. 

make the matter little more concrete let restate briefly 
the main features normal course ordinarily conceived. 
They are three:—(a) The teacher’s mastery that which forms 
the staple the course study the schools which ex- 
pects teach. This three fold, involving (1) knowledge 
the facts these subjects, (2) power select and adapt facts 
different ages and classes, which comes from, (3) sympa- 
thetic knowledge the characteristics child life with which 
deal and the particular children teach. (b) 
Professional study,—the study psychology, history educa- 
tion, method, class administration, and the rest, which interpret 
the educational process and give principles and forms for guidance 
it. Practice teaching. These are standard elements 
all courses for training teachers. way they show the aim 
normal school course. matter fact however all these 
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lines activity will not make teacher. They all represent 
they not touch aims. Indispensable they are any 
course training, they but prepare one appreciate and attack 
the real matter. Hence they form only half training course, 
instead the whole. 

When normal schools were first established this country there 
was comparatively little difference between urban and rural con- 
ditions, rather, only small part the state could called 
urban. There was far more homogeneity population than 
present. was thus feasible have one general normal school 
for training teachers for all most the teaching postitions 
then open. But conditions today are greatly changed. Marked 
differences exist between city and country. fact they have 
little common industrial and moral conditions, points 
view and general interests,—in other words their general socio- 
logical conditions are divergent, that special training schools are 
required for training teachers for the two different environments. 
Yet, from the conservative nature education, the old idea has 
persisted. There still too much confidence that any normal 
school can give training for any kind teaching position, with- 
out special organization for meeting different situations. This 
one fact illustrates the formal nature normal school work. 
Study pedagogical books, mastery formal methods, attend- 
ance recitations and lectures, participation discussions, 
and little practice work, often more less perfunctory na- 
ture, hardly touch the case. There must course professional 
study and method and practice, but they must broad and vital, 
based upon study special children study individual 
school districts from broad sociological point view, and the 
practice work must more extensive and intensive. Teacher train- 
ing does not consist merely instructing one how give the child 
certain things school, but directing study home conditions, 
street conditions, industrial conditions and political conditions, 
giving intelligent grasp wise means for affecting these con- 
ditions for the better, and, all all, equipping one push 
more fitting and definite application knowledge and 
power outside the school room. Unless the normal school can get 
out the beaten track and give some true objective work these 
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directions, schools will continue large part formal insti- 
tutions not vitally related life. this direction then lies the 
new training for which the present calls. two 
types training schools which seem needed carry out this 
ideal will serve illustrate the matter and make more defi- 
nite. For this purpose must examine the needs and outlook 

The rural teacher. 

The position the rural teacher has requirements which the 
city-trained teacher cannot appreciate, because she lacks the ap- 
perceptive basis for such interpretation. teacher who lives 
the city, who has her main interests the city, who main- 
tains her social position the city, and who goes the country 
position daily, even weekly, not rural teacher. Such 
scheme rural education, which has obtained more less 
the past, travesty upon education, and does more confuse 
and hamper the rural school problem than any other. Real 
teaching rural school requires teacher who has his center 
interest the rural community, and who progressive 
spirit recognizes and maintains position associate and leader 
the community. follows that training school for rural 
teachers must specialized institution specially equipped for 
country problems. the past the incidence normal work has 
been the preparation city teachers. The training rural 
teachers such has received comparatively little attention. Hence 
training schools this type need all the more attention and 
effort now. 

The rural teacher’s position, genuinely administered, car- 
ries with just honor and prestige. will test ability not only 
the direction power, but also organization and 
administration, equally with any educational position the 
country. There are teaching positions anywhere comparable 
with such places tempt one out the ordinary level and give 
opportunity for distinction. Such position, with the life 
opens up, will assure social standing, professional pleasure, 
and independence beyond the ordinary position more crowded 

What then are the focal studies the preparation the rural 
teacher 
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must have the broad knowledge the course study 
outlined previous article this series. this connec- 
tion however, should noted that state course study 
State courses study drawn sympathetically 
meet groups and communities different types alone are justi- 
fiable, courses are proclaimed central authority. 
Ordinarily they can best made the community eductional 
leaders themselves with advice and suggestion from the state 
and even national authorities. course study only gen- 
eral guide and inspiration. country teacher must bigger 
than course study and capable modifying suit con- 
must certainly maintain its general culture, 
while safeguarding its principles and. its real educational 
results, which keeps race community from growing narrow, 
opens the world large children, and thus gives them freedom 
choice for occupation and location. But especially must 
able select and adapt matter and means within the course 
study form curriculum suited the needs the special com- 
teacher large enough for the position can fulfil the 
course study satisfactorily, and yet fulfil his higher duty his 
immediate constituents. Every curriculum worthy the name 
takes its spirit and color from study the life the community. 
the course study specialized. The demand country 
teacher here great and growing greater. 

country teacher must understand and appreciate social 
relations rural communities and their possibilities, including 
country amusements and recreation. Various lines effort and 
study open here. How give charm country life, how 
make seem worth while for boy girl devote his powers 
it; other words, how show that country living may give 
agreeable, attractive and generally satisfactory avenues 
effort, and that tests ability and rewards ability, abundantly 
any place manner life; how picture, ideals, new 
country people, new country squire, equal superior those 
the older days,—these and other ideas suggest themselves for 
the would-be country teacher. New country idyls are waiting 
written. 

must study the interests and mode approach 
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rural children, with view management, administration, and 
method. 

must know and interested country industrial life 
general, and practicable, industrial life exemplified 
the particular community which serve, and its impli- 
cations for the advancement rural living. And must 
able adapt the manual and industrial studies the curricu- 
lum make children efficient helpers the system and 
capable eventually advancing rural industries, any rate, 
the conditions under which they grow. 

From these points view also, well from the general 
culture point view, must pursue the ordinary professional 
subjects, interpretative and special, which have been described 
the earlier articles this series, and the subject which gives 
unity them all, sociology. 

must practice with country children, under- 
stand them and prepare himself work intelligently and effi- 
ciently with and for them, For this purpose the normal school 
which trains him must have country practice school country 
practice schools. This evident from the facts already pre- 
sented and from the marked differences special traits, inter- 
ests, and modes approach, between country children and city 
children. 

The requirements the case suggest once that the most 
logical location for the central training school for rural teachers 
the same that the state agricultural school experiment 
station, one its affiliated schools. Such location comes 
nearer supplying ideal conditions for the work than any other, 
because here center, should center, the most and the highest 
and strongest ideals and inspirations for the best country living. 

The discussion the principles the new normal school, 
applied the rural teacher, which has just us, paves 
the way for discussion the same principles applied the 
training 

The City 

The new normal school ideals open possibilities study 
and service beyond the city position the past. The modern in- 
dustrial city, and that means practically every large city, com- 
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bines such various elements population and interest that 
leads one very heart sociological study. course 
training adequate for preparing teacher for such position 
shows marked differences from general normal school course, 
training course suitable for country teachers. Even general 
psychology and the history education, which first thought 
might seem the same for both types school, will found 
differ emphases. 

The differences training courses concern both the form and 
spirit these courses, and suggest definite differentiation. Such 
statement seems represent the case fairly, the one hand 
not denying the basal similarities training courses, because 
common possessions attitudes, qualities, and general cul- 
tural elements, and, the other hand, non minimizing the di- 
vergences, 

What has been said grasp the course study and cur- 
riculum the community toward which the teacher looking, 
knowledge social, sociological, and industrial facts and 
relations, and the need practice school which will ade- 
quately illustrate school conditions the positions view, ap- 
plies correlatively the city teacher. must know the psy- 
chology city pupils. must pursue general and special 
studies, not only from general cultural point view, but from 
the point view his prospective position. And must 
supplied with facilities for developing thorough appreciation 
the demands made upon him city children, and power in- 
terpret his various studies from the point view city chil- 
dren. must familiar with city conditions, know city’s 
way thinking, and have abundant practice with typical city 
children. 

city normal school, like the school for training rural teachers, 
thus first all sociological institution. educational 
institution because sociological institution, set study 
municipal problems that come within its province and aid 
solving them through its educational functions. should give 
its students knowledge these problems, inspirations for study- 
ing them further, and practical means for meeting them. 

Thus far have made comparison the large between the 
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two training schools. There are, however, special lines study 
suggested city conditions, one two which may here 
mentioned illustrations. 

There class children, specially characteristic 
cities, with vacant time outside school hours which serves 
greedy receptacle catch anything which crowded city and 
its street life present. Plays which occupy part this vacant 
time are unorganized, rather, are accidental, dictated not 
nature, but the narrow conditions the situation, without 
any definite consideration their educational value their 
value developing desirable traits and power. This suggests 
new study for the city normal school,—plays for city children, 
how select and develop. 

Other occupations for vacant time are more unorganized and 
neglected than play. How may the activities school over 
into some interesting, stimulating, and, the same time, useful 
recreation occupy, partly occupy, this vacant time? 
take but one possible line activity. Can the normal gradu- 
ate through any training his normal course, direct any work 
winter summer gardens for the profitable and interesting 
use idle time, and for adding bit home life their ser- 
viceableness, whether for beauty other utility. Can even 
intelligently guide the making window gardens, which may 
transform district, giving the appearance enterprise and 
thrift place that cheerlessness and shiftlessness. This 
reform that comes through children and their training, and 
very legitimate outcome public school work. The teacher 
has thus road the moral nature district and entering 
wedge toward wiser and better industry. 

These questions need only suggested show how far such 
interests ordinarily are from the thought teachers under train- 
ing, and yet they are germane any practice teaching worthy 
the name. boys and girls with the vacant time furnish 
many the problems the class room which are now treated 
superficially and wastefully and unwisely because they are not 
thoroughly understood their outside relations, and because, 
through this ignorance, remedies are not applied the source. 

Again, city, more than the country, special occasions 
bring note many home where the necessities life and living 
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are absent and where children are being dwarfed intellectually 
and otherwise, not from any inherent lack power, but from 
habits thriftlessness,—inability organize the industrial 
forces the family for more independent and self-respecting 
conditions. Any large city has various sections where such cases 
cluster. Now the normal student can trained not merely 
conduct manual training occupational exercise school, but 
apply the home and follow its application even the 
point adding the family income. The lines work sug- 
gested the last paragraph are reenforced this same con- 
sideration. should noted that manual training work 
broad human and more practical than 
usually made school. The manual training center which 
more and more the disposal the public, night and day, 
and form real stimulus more thrifty home conditions, 
offers field for effort which the normal student should not 
only study, but practice. The social settlement, which 


part manual center the interim while public centers are 


ing, not only offers opportunity for such service, but calls for 
it. must socialize our training course, for nothing else, 
keep from becoming merely abstract and formal. Such 
opportunities exist and always have been present. this 
not enough; there should definite provision the normal 
course for studying the problems, gaining some practical knowl- 
edge them, and doing some practical work which they suggest. 
Would the arithmetic and geography and grammar suffer? Then 
there must something wrong with them. They ought not 
but gain. certain they would gain both thorough- 
ness and effectiveness. They are not strong till connected with 
life. are opportunities correlate them. The resource- 
ful teacher will find them. This work which are here con- 
sidering reacts not only the conduct, but the intellectual 
grasp pupils from these homes, and smoothes the way 
classroom exercises because the added power this supplemen- 
tary work has created such pupils. 

This principle goes deeper than are sometimes aware. 
Homes, without ideals and the environment which encourages 
the development power the discovery talent, react the 
schoolroom and are responsible for much the mediocre work 
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and uninspiring attitudes pupils there. The forming teacher 
should encouraged study these circumstances and learn 
something the ingrafting process, that may conceive 
plans for relieving the conditions and may attack the problem 
even while under training. such work moving the 
most direct route easier and more enterprising class work. 
teach the child begin with his parents. change pupil’s atti- 
tude toward class work discover something him, and some- 
thing relieve the circumstances that prevented earlier dis- 
covery himself. The thought old one, but has been 
matter theory advice, mere notebook work, our normal 
training. What here arguing for that there should 
some provision for practice this direction, that normal stu- 
dents may gain some real insight into the principle and some 
practical power applying it. Otherwise the danger losing 
great. Without our field for developing ideals and for 
discovering and developing power narrowed, For lack such 
training the part teachers much talent pupils goes 
waste, because there self-revelation, and school and teacher 
are handicapped discovering and hence encouraging. 
Again there are new studies sociological nature which are 


for attention. They should common all normal 


schools, but they have special applications and adaptations 
special communities, and, most cases, would for differences 
treatment different types training schools. 

Educators and philanthropists have created quite furor 
child labor, and legislators have busied themselves over the 
matter. The normal student hears indirectly and frequently 
remotely, and not trained see menace his work 
through enfeebled physical natures due excessive labor outside 
school hours, through irregularity attendance, and through 
the breaking courses study just when the pupil getting 
grip. Having had adequate opportunity cultivate any very 
vital feeling the subject, gather any very effective body 
knowledge conditions and ways and means, the young 
teacher often ill-prepared resist and persuade, and plan 
relieve conditions and give city and state stronger and more 
intelligent workers. Patriotism which does not include such 
things very superficial type. spend much time 
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discussing how discipline pupils inside the school and other 
details pedagogy that neglect these more weighty matters 
which are intimately bound with the others and are the foun- 
dation many the difficulties try such indirect methods 
reach. 

Few, any, normal students are ever given opportu- 
nity touch economics definitely enough estimate the indus- 
trial efficiency the average boy girl leaving school, whether 
reckoned power, money value, which call wages, and 
reckon the increase efficiency which might come through 
larger schooling and reformed courses study, through better 
methods training, and, particularly, through advance moral 
tone resulting from such teaching. Some real observation and 
study few practical problems arithmetic this connec- 
tion would work marvels. would stimulate teachers study 
their relations the industrial situation more pointedly, and 
modify and vitalize curriculum and method with view 
making better and more efficient industrial agents. From such 
observation and study there would come new revelation and in- 
spiration teaching and new purpose. The reaction 
this classroom results, both character and aims, would 
marked. Can that there time that which 
might yield large return and would vitalize that which 
already have 


All these studies are course but parts the larger study 


the industrial needs and opportunities one’s city, and 
the relations public education the city’s industrial 
what the school can add and how the school can modify. 
combined work and study the directions already noted 
teacher working very directly for the industrial efficiency 
His work will take greater meaning and force this 
larger study, and concrete study the correlative subject, 
sociology, applied the community question. Whoever 
more genuine and efficient industrial agent adds not 
merely the wealth city, but its moral character. The 
questions morals and industrial efficiency are inextricably 
mingled. have long tried work out morals and character 
from one side, the internal. These great ends education 
flourish most when work from both sides, the internal and the 
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external. The reactions the two form the dynamics char- 
acter formation. 

Once more, the groups about polling places election 
day furnish another field study for the growing teacher. The 
conceptions citizenship here exemplified are various, grading 
from the highest precipitously downward the what-is-there-in- 
it-for-me spirit, and the gambler’s ideal something for 
nothing. The spectacle enlightening one and ought 
stimulus the teacher build more patriotic ideals his- 
tery and civics. 

Then there the study of, and participation in, patrons’ 
and neighborhood meetings bring school and home closer to- 
gether and secure intelligent and effective co-operation 
carrying out the methods and aims the school and enriching 
the life the whole community. This study correlates with all 
the others,—in fact often supplies the necessary conditions 
others. 

Coming the inner world the school there the study 
defective and backward children, which must occupy atten- 
tect defective child select really backward child, that 
such children may once placed where they will receive the 
best attention and make the most progress for themselves, the 
same time making better conditions for the rest the grade. 
Such studies promote very materially the efficiency the school 
and the efficiency citizenship. 

Again, the problem meeting the needs the foreign 
born children calls for definite place the curriculum the 
normal school. This entails study types with view 
making these new-comers familiar with our language, stirring 
appreciation our customs and ideals, and giving the foreign- 
born child the essentials our national education. entails 
also study immigration and its sources, teachers are 
meet the problem broad and helpful spirit. 

there the great study general efficiency, 
efficiency financial administration, including variations 
dollar efficiency different schools and for different items 
ordinary school expenditure, efficiency educational adminis- 
tration, and particularly efficiency curricula and methods. 
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Teachers must develop power testing. The work testing 
has been thus far only superficial. 

These are but samples, or, any rate, brief summaries the 
opportunities for practical work which open themselves the 
new normal school. one the topics might easily expand 
into article. All the studies indicated and others akin 
them are simple and concrete. carried out with great 
elaboration they would course require prohibitive amount 
time. They must have enough time give inspiration for fur- 
ther study and investigation after graduation. Some time might 
gained for the purpose the waste our present common 
school inconsiderable item,—were eliminated, 
that our normal school studies special method, might 
concentrated smaller range topics taught the 
schools for which they are preparing. present these new 
studies are touched only abstractly and superficially, all. 
They are not really objects study, for one reason, because 
practice work not supplied. course practical sociology 
substituted for some the outworn features our present pro- 
grams the normal school would smooth the way many 
these perplexing problems which are now best touching 
most inconsequential way. When our teachers under training 
begin these things, then only shall working the 
root many our difficulties; for shall working them 
through education the school itself. Attack them will 
otherwise, strike only the outside. Would anything stim- 
ulate teachér more perfect himself matter and methods 
than this sociological study and work? Could therefore 
anything that would make even our present ideals and aims more 
effective 

There are various other types teachers outside the two whose 
courses have just followed. Kindergartners, teachers de- 
fectives and backward pupils, technical teachers various types, 
call for further differentiation normal training. inter- 
esting note how readily have accepted the differentiated 
training school for these classes teachers, though its scope has 
been essentially narrow, while still cling the notion 
general normal school for rural and city teachers. all di- 
rections can see the field opening for the new normal school. 
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Problems the School Reading Poetry 


New York. 


have been the people who have preached the 


induce soul states. The reason that this subject 
difficult teach that portrays the emo- 
tional side life, and many people shrink from 
expressing feeling before others. The essential 
characteristics poetry are joy, hope, sorrow, 


faith, beauty, and inspiration. Unless one 
becomes highminded and allows feeling predominate, can- 
not enter into the kingdom poetry. The degree interpreta- 
tive genius that reader possesses depends upon the breadth 
his associations and experiences. What background exper- 
ience preparation needed order interpret poetry? 
are thinking the school children the grades are aware 
that the child who comes from the slums brings with him dif- 
ferent background than the child luxury and refinement. 
some poor homes there much discontent with the present 
and worry for the future that not soil which much poetic 
thought germinates. There are those who thinking beyond 
what they shall eat, wherewithal they shall clothed and what 
pleasures the cheap show they can find. And they have 
idealized vision. Poetry essentially feeling. Some disposi- 
tions seem have feeling their makeup. story told 
chemist who, when saw the eyes his beautiful wife filled 
with tears exclaimed: “Tears! have decomposed them, they 
contain little phosphate lime, chloride sodium, and water.” 
Truly was man head rather than heart. school 
sometimes difficult get the boys read poetry expressively. 
Boys are not less emotional, they are less Stedman says, 
“The impersonal element art may termed masculine, and 
there something feminine controlling impulse lay bare 
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one’s own heart and experience. This should be; certainly 
man’s attributes are pride and wrestle 
upon occasion without speech until daybreak.” The woman has 
intuitive sensitiveness, and nervous refinement. The more sen- 
sitive the mind, the more delicately the finer thoughts are inter- 
preted. the preface “Endymion” read that, “The im- 
agination boy healthy, and the mature imagination 
man’s healthy, but there space life between, which the 
soul ferment, the character undecided, the way life un- 
certain.” the full expression feeling, must not expect 
too much this intermediate age. the reading poem 
poor, let remember that there law which says, “Improve 
the child and you improve the style his reading.” attempt 
express what not the pupil what beyond his experi- 
ence imagination will impossibility and amount 
forcing him will bring about good reading. Just the more one 
hears good classical music the more can appreciate it, 
poetry, increase appetite grows what feeds upon. 
according the law “use and growth.” 

Shall ever complain that the children our classes are 
poorly prepared read poetry when they come us? they 
knew how read poetry well, they would not taking us. 
are take the child where find him, development, whether 
the germ stage, bud stage, flower stage, and make him 
better. are apt credit the boy with overdose original 
sin, looks out the window during the lesson and seems in- 
attentive. The child may doing the greatest amount think- 
ing and having the greatest people think 
the laziest most indifferent. This was illustrated eighth 
grade class visited recently. The boy the back seat sat seem- 
ing indifference the poem the class was reading. had 
never seemed interested, had never volunteered read. But 
suddenly raised his hand when the teacher asked for volunteers. 
The teacher and visitor were surprised notice that the boy did 
not have look his book but knew the poem heart. All this 
time seeming indifference had been absorbing it. The 
wise teacher had not forced him express himself, but had 
waited until had gradually developed. Are not sometimes 
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too impatient for results? Our background experience 
much larger than that the child. cannot expect him grasp 
much quickly do. are readers poetry, not 
different kind from that the pupils, but different degree. 
Some teachers seem possess the art questioning, which 
mind, the great art the teaching poetry reading. The 
other day eighth grade was reading, “The Lady the Lake.” 
One boy let his voice fall the end verse, when the thought 
should have carried the voice over the next line complete 
it. Not once did the teacher say, “Carry your voice 
“Do not pause the end that line”, but she asked him ques- 
tions that would bring out the thought and finally the boy read 
correctly. the second grade the children were reading about 
the moth. they had been well drilled the words 
that would found the reading. However, one lad stumbled 
over certain word. The teacher did not ask, “What that 
She directed attention the thought asking, “What 
the moth does?” And then the boy told her. great prob- 
lem get the children feel. Shall make the child “put 
People would think that florist needed physician 
were caught painting the geranium leaves order have the 
faded plant look thrifty. would expect him dig about the 
roots. Developing reading power getting the root. must 
get the causes expression. How get the spirit the 
author—that the problem. must not impatient with 
the child’s growth. must not feel like pulling the plant 
see the roots are growing. There great deal sprouting 
and developing plant its root, before there anything 
visible above the surface. 

How much tell the pupils problem. not frequently 
tell the pupil how feel, how ought feel about poem. 
Some one has aptly said that, teacher can best show his 
appreciation, shows his moral character, indirectly without 
unwise talking about it. may too often point out the par- 
ticular beauties poem and dull the appetite the child. 
gives some pleasure have beautiful sunset pointed out 
some one who has noticed first, but infinitely more pleas- 
ure see first for ourselves. Dr. Johnson says, “Think for 
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thyself, one good thought, but known thy own better than 
thousand gleaned from fields others sown.” anything 
worth while must have certain amount freedom. Our 
problem get the child think. The king, Hamlet, says, 
“My words fly up, thoughts remain below. Words without 
thoughts never heaven go.” 

Some pupils have conception what they read. Recently 
visited the fifth grade. They were reading poetry. First the 
teacher drilled thoroughly upon the words that might prove 
stumbling block the thought, asking and explaining their mean- 
ing, before she let them look the poem. Then she gave them 
time read the poem through. But that which was particu- 
larly impressed with was this. She asked questions relative the 
story and required the children read the line poetry which 
contained the answer her question. this way they learned 
think poetic language. Not once did she ask question that 
would detract from the thought. Then they read the poem with 
remarkable interpretation. Their voices became expressive, the 
tone full color, and the face animated. Naturally the children 
made the less emphatic phrases subordinate, and emphasized the 
most important thought. 

Did you ever hear child read most sublime thought 
were most ordinary, everyday expression? Think saying, 
“The silent city steeped and bathed itself rose tints”, the 
same tone one would say, going the grocery buy 
peck potatoes!” Stedman says, “Even drop prosaic feel- 
ing said precipitate whole poem.” never com- 
mon and unimaginative. 

you have the problem the child over-emphasizing meter 
and rhythm? writer says, “Poetry ideal expression through 
words and words are not poetry unless they reach stress that 
rhythmical. the whole range poetry, the deeper the feeling, 
the more characteristic and decided the rhythm.” must 
expect the child feel the rhythm. have heard professor 
English one our large universities read his class and 
ask them listen just the beauty the rhythm, and the music 
the words. 

visiting fifth grade recently was much interested hear 


| F 
{ 
— 
| 
i 
— 
| 
H 
Wy 
| 
| 
| 
H 


Problems the School Reading Poetry 559 


the children recite short German poem. The teacher explained 
that because the children were not familiar with the words, they 
would the more readily feel the rhythm. She said that occasion- 
ally she would recite short poems from different languages, just 
for them impressed with the rhythm. But problem 
keep the children from overemphasizing it. How often 
think that have done our best make the child good reader 
and are surprised find that has not gained the vital point. 
teacher once asked group children what the reading 
poetry meant. One answered: “It emphasis, pausing the 
end sentence, holding your book up. letting you know 
where stop for breath.” 

course the child needs understand the poem whole 
before can understand the parts. child reading William 
Tell and comes the line which says, “The tyrant laughed,” 
should interpret disgust. The author sympathy with 
William Tell, not with Gesler. did not know the poem 
whole, but just that line, might laugh when read these 
words. What should the test the child’s ability read? 
should not much find out how much knows his 
capacity enjoy. 

The reason for reading poetry for the pleasure 
not some parents put into the minds the children that the 
world was made for them? school each child the reading 
class gets read show the teacher how well can read. 
for his own benefit. Sometimes the teacher unwisely asks, 
can read this better than John?” and hands eager 
desire outdo John. Let the child read for the pleasure 
others. not art for art’s sake. art for the sake hu- 
manity. What said for the mere sake saying not worth 
saying all. Let appreciation find its own spontaneous expres- 
sion. This will depend much upon the atmosphere that pervades 
the room, made cold and unsympathetic warm and happy ac- 
cording the personality the teacher. Some one has said, “If 
light man shines; darkness rules, shades; his 
heart glows with love warms; frozen with selfishness, 
the personality the teacher effect much for good evil 
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results the teaching poetry. The teacher who drives in- 
stead leads will not get self-expression from her pupils. 
teacher’s very presence winning antagonistic. the cold 
atmosphere the child’s reading apt monotonous because 
does not dare express what really feels. Phillips Brooks 
says, “The snow must melt upon the mountain and come down 
spring torrent, before its richness can make the valley rich. 
And yet every age there are cold, hard, unsympathetic wise 
men standing aloof, like snow banks the hill tops, conscious 
the locked fertility them and wondering that their wis- 
dom does not save the world.” There should less scolding and 
driving, and more leading and wooing. Our teaching even the 
reading poetry should geniusward. The real function life 
lift people out the rut—out the ordinary life. The 
world full people who have not the power lift themselves 
out their present condition. The more the real poetic spirit 
faith, hope and inspiration can put into the school children, 
the better, after life, can they lift themselves. Corson says, 
“Upon the closed bud reason while not yet ready 
unfolded must brought bear the genial warmth sensibility, 
sympathy, and enthusiasm, and when opens its own good 
season, will not dwarfed canker-bitten. Sensibility, sym- 
pathy, enthusiasm are the elements the atmosphere which 
the intellectual, the moral, and the religious nature the child 
can alone germinate and healthily grow and later years bloom 
and shed wholesome fragrance.” This then must the atmos- 
phere for the school reading poetry. The best find poetry 
above us. For true that, “We are regarding even the lowli- 
est poets from our still lower state, are like earth dwellers 
viewing, comparing, mapping out the stars.” 
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The Organization Education 
(Continued from April Education) 
II. 
the Scope the Several Departments the School. 
§1. Tue Pray 


First all comes the play school, which the child should 
normally begin his school career and which should remain 
during the first stage psycho-physical development with which 
the school concerned, which have designated the stage 
childhood proper, distinguished from the preceding stage 
infancy and the later stage boyhood girlhood proper. 
hardly necessary state that the stage stages infancy prior 
the third year life, need not taken into account 
considering the organization school education, for the consensus 
opinion practically unanimous that, under the social condi- 
tions that prevail the civilized world today, the home the 
most suitable place for the education the little being that has 
not yet passed out the stage infancy. 

With regard the fairly well marked stage childhood, for 
which the play school designed, shall not repeat here what 
competent observers and students have set forth regard it, 
but will content myself with reference the article the Peda- 
gogical Seminary for 1900 (volume entitled “Nascent Stages 
and their Pedagogical Significance,” Mr. Bryan, one 
time Superintendent Education the Philippines, article 
that from the standpoint pedagogy gives the best summary 
the several stages human development with which fa- 
shall, however, recall readers’ minds that this 
stage fairly steady growth height and weight and period 
great mental activity, but one which, “owing lack de- 
velopment the peripheral muscles and the nerves that control 
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them,” the movements the child “are that 
not effective producer, and activity its own excuse for 
and would also recall that this stage development, 
beginning normally about the completion the second year 
post-natal life, seems end about the eighth year the case 
most American children, when “the brain has approximated its 
full weight and changing its development from increase 
size increase function”; and would finally remind 
readers that addition this brain change there also, the 
time completion this stage development, change the 
rate bodily growth, that the annual increase will greater 
the beginning this [new transition] stage than has been 
through the stage childhood. The child losing his first teeth 
and the permanent ones are coming. This more objective and su- 
perficial change seen the case the teeth has many physical 
and mental counterparts,” that “the child not quite its 
best either physically mentally.” 

The play school should primarily devoted healthy de- 
velopment and the cultivation—or let rather say, the encour- 
agement—of wide interests, instilling into the child’s mind 
definite quantum exact information, nor constant drill 
the use the “three R’s,” the elementary tools scholarly ac- 
quisition and expression. everyone knows, the child this 
period animated interrogation point (that is, until his great 
natural his divinest gift—has been dulled 
the and continued snubbing those about 
him), and desires know about everything, imitate every .ac- 
tivity, and general everything that suggested him 
his environment and the development his physical and 
mental powers; and the utmost importance for his future 
development, even more than for his present richness life, 
that this INTEREST and high-hearted readiness 
try his powers upon everything should cultivated. 

Incidental the cultivation this inclination find interest 
all that every department human knowledge and hu- 
man activity, should easy desirable lead the 
child, before the expiration this period his development, 
the perception that the ability measure and count and the 
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ability understand and use written well oral language 
will contribute much his happiness, enabling him 
things that already wishes do, and find out things for 
himself. this much accomplished this time, will 
found that when reaches the age for systematic training 
the three R’s will take his work and read- 
ing and writing with the zest that comes from understanding the 
purpose, and having present appreciation the value these 
studies, instead regarding them more less mysterious 
drudgery which children are subjected grown-ups the 
assumption that when the children themselves become grown-ups 
will have use for all. 

regards the other studies systematically pursued 
special subjects later school life, such history, geography, and 
physical, chemical and biological science, proper interest 
them will aroused the nature study, the observation and 
imitation living things and the simpler and more readily 
comprehensible and imitable forms adult human occupation, 
and the plays and the stories that should take the time and 
constitute the play-work this period school life. 

through the play-impulse and the delight discovery that 
the child’s mind and body should developed this 
but with reference play, well remember that elaborately 
organized “plays” are not suited the child this time and are 
really hard work for him. The children should given large 
opportunity for free play, play that will not only spontaneous, 
but that must large measure individual. Very simple joint 
plays, either ring plays, which all moiety the children 
the same thing the same time, plays the follow-my- 
leader type, which the children successively the same thing 
(provided plays the latter type short duration) or, 
the other hand, very loosely organized plays which the partici- 
pants are liberty carry their several parts very much 
their own way, will doubtless good; but much “team work,” 
that term now generally understood the field 
that say, elaborate plays which the individual 
members perform different functions the performance which 
the player must subordinate his play interest final end 
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attained the group group,—would serious work 
for child, and would constitute strain upon his physical pow- 
ers codperation that would probably injurious his 
healthy development physical exercises that should demand ac- 
curate the finer There should not 
expected even permitted this time any functioning mind 
body elaborate draw largely upon the vital energy, 
which childhood must primarily devoted increase bulk 
and organization the brain and nervous system and the mus- 
cular system and the rest the body. 

far the child’s free play, carried for 
the delight doing and given each child the moment 
wearies it, may allowed great range but, bearing mind 
that the object “is definite product, physical men- 
tal”, the work the play school should limited those kinds 
activity for which the child has fair degree capacity, those 
which can work with facility; and occupations this 
While the occupations the play school should, think, 
mainly play, some work should demanded the child for the 
sake his moral development, lest his nascent power self- 
control should become somewhat atrophied from disuse and his 
spiritual nature arrested that pre-moral stage egoism per- 
fectly natural the young child. 

regards the content the instruction given the child 
this time, let speak first the traditional three R’s. seems 
that arithmetic, reading and writing should only taught 
the extent that found thoroughly enjoyable the child 
this age, and only for periods any given day brief that the 
children’s attention may readily held throughout Board 
work reading and writing should precede the use books 
paper. the end this period the child may have learned 
read from the board and from large-print books very short and 
simple descriptions and songs,—and 
may also able work very simple arithmetical prob- 
lems counting, adding, subtracting, multiplying and dividing, 
and able read and write the digits and understand the 
place units, tens and hundreds. But with little regard the 
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extent the acquirements gained here, think that arithmetic 
should taken systematically the elementary department 
such way that the child who had failed get any idea 
number work the play school the primary transition depart- 
ment might make fresh start this later school period. 

Nature study and the imitation simple forms adult 
descriptions early stages human society, and stories 
from early periods history illustrated pictures and simple 
reconstructions, cave and wigwam making, weaving, sand and 
clay modeling, simple gardening and cooking; myths; healthy 
free play and exercises that not strain the undeveloped psychic 
powers the undeveloped physical powers ac- 
curate such loving little services for relatives and 
friends are quite within the child’s powers,—these should con- 
stitute the bulk the curriculum the play school. 

regards myths, generally associated they are with the 
phenomena nature with phenomena moral consciousness, 
should said passing that they should never given 
pure stories quite without explanation introduction, nor should 
they elaborately analyzed and the allegory set forth with great 
circumstantiality. They should rather presented stories 
coming down from early times, either representing belief that 
time something interest human life, else being 
manner representing that something which gave pleasure 
those from whom got the myth, and which may give pleasure 
the children. Whether they should accompanied followed 
more scientific representation the matter question would 
depend entirely upon the special the case and 
upon the imaginative development, the maturity and the curi- 
osity the child children whom the myth told. But care 
should always taken present the myth (whether heathen 
Biblical) such way that, when the child should later acquire 
more scientific notion the thing question, should not 
feel that untruthful representation had been made him 
his early teacher. 

regards moral education the play school, the whole con- 
duct the school should give it; and right conduct upon the part 
the child should taught example and suggestion, 
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timely, concrete precept, warm approval serviceableness and 
sympathy and consideration for others and cleanliness and or- 
derliness, and also telling interesting stories that the children 
will love for their own sake, for their action and imagery, and 
that will the same time make virtue appear beautiful,—stories 
which truthfulness and simplicity, generosity and courtesy 
and respect for the and instructions those who are older 
and wiser than the hero heroine upon whom she 
dependent, shall characterize the said hero heroine. should 
avoid trying teach terrible example. The less suggestion 
evil, the presentation the misadventures the lazy, the 
filthy, the discourteous, the disobedient, the unkind, and the cruel, 
the better. special cases, where lightly and incidentally 
suggested, this may harm and may occasionally good; 
but the less the better. Avoid especially giving the bad char- 
acter the center the field using bad person foil 
bring out the excellences another. Stories this kind tend 
give false idea life (for real life not find sheep 
and goats, perfect heroes and perfectly wicked villains, but only 
more less lovable human beings with varying kinds and de- 
grees faultiness) and are quite certain cultivate priggish- 
ness even they not encourage the despicable and soul-destroy- 
ing tendency ever the lookout for inferiority and 
unrighteousness with which compare one’s self one’s heroes, 
instead seeking make one’s life beautiful doing beautiful 
things without thought unbeautiful conduct persons. 
should guard also against the common disposition make myth 
Bible story popular anecdote serve definite moral purpose, 
when undoctored might have quite different effect. Above 
all, dealing with heroes history legend, should never 
whitewash their conduct questionable matter; this the 
most dangerous form teaching immorality suggestion. 


‘the play school (as everywhere else) chiefly accustoming the 


child moral habits. But obedience must, case need, 
insisted upon, even though the child does not understand why 
compelled the particular thing question; for the child 
must learn that his general well being dependent upon submis- 
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sion his guardians and the various instrumentalities con- 
trol established society, and should learn early the impor- 
tant lesson life, that one cannot, and should not expect to, have 
one’s own way all things.* 


§2. Tue Transition 


What needs said about this stage school life, addi- 
tion what has already been said under the heading The 
Play School, will for the sake brevity and convenience, 
stated connection with the discussion the Adaptability 
the Curriculum Various Classes Young Persons III 


(To Continued) 
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Sea 


Henry CHADWICK. 


Musing, view wide miles moving main— 

Those wondrous waters stained with stolen hue. 

The plowman wind has forced his furrows through 
The sapphire stretches this curving plain. 

Across yon changeless shrine the clouds have flung 
Snow altar-cloths, unblemished the breath 

cities where men race with life and death— 

These waves leaped when Thebes and Troy were young. 
Far the north lonely berg rides free, 
Broken and banished from some glacier’s wall. 

Slowly answers the current’s call 

That lures far the engulfing sea. 

watch its peak till sunset’s flickers pale 

Strike but spark from our retreating trail. 
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royal road reading.” This has been 
asserted often and emphatically that have 
accepted the statement truth and drudged ac- 
cordingly through all the tiresome steps alpha- 
bet recognition, combining the letters into words, 
words into sentences and infinitum, even 
nauseam. Impressively have inquired, “Do 
And equally impressively have 
answered the momentous question solemnly asserting, “We 
up.” Somehow, the page containing such matter did not ap- 
peal the eager mind the child. small matter was 
the makers those so-called children’s books whether the child 
would find anything interest him, and that, after wrestling 
with printed difficulties, the conquest brought joy. Small 
wonder that the child wanted more and demanded more would 
have none it. Thereupon efforts were made help him get 
happy thought from print distorting the plain, simple letters 
with diacritical marks (sound-helpers) until only expert could 
possibly recognize the original letter. 
Confusion worse Confounded. Such printed page looked 
like the remains word-battle which each survivor came off 
remained the field with crutch, splint, bandage, blinded eye 
lopped-off member. Certainly such sight was too distress- 
ing contemplate and, following the dictates natural re- 
vulsion, the child looked only when must. 

“Of the making books there Method after method 
has been tried only abandoned. There was always the help- 
less child experimented upon. Orthographical vivisection 
was practiced daily and still the child did not love read. For- 
tunately, child always has his mental play-ground into which 
can retire and the gates which may shut will, excluding 
all tiresome grown-ups who insist forcing wearisome things 
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upon him. This proprietary playground has saved many poor 
little victim. 

Those familiar with school work will tell you that longer 
find the silent, omnivorous reader our schools. The “log- 
student has become specie. went out with 
the log and his place has come the indifferent young human 
who works along the line the least resistance and who has 
coaxed spurred effort. Educators began realize that 
the difficulties increased the love reading diminished. Some- 
thing must done. would have our children desire read, 
way must found encourage and inspire them. Evidently, 
something has been wrong with our methods the past. 

Out this great record attempts has come the knowledge 
that material which worth while must offered the child 
would have him want read. must furnish motive. 
The love the story the lure that must offered. “Once upon 
will rouse the dullest child. age when the natural 
the marvelous and the marvelous the natural, when imagina- 
tion helping observation, giants and dragons are quite familiar 
companions, Everything the animal and vegetable world can 
talk and can things. Why not? Peter Pan knew this. One 
only ceases understand and believe such things when be- 
comes hopelessly grown-up. 

There always fascinating excitement danger which re- 
quires the brave assertion fearlessness and the ability con- 
quer. Size negligible the hero. Courage, only, must 
reckoned with. With this knowledge that interest must not only 
awakened but sustained and with the warning given past, 
mistakes things avoided, there has been evolved method 
that both rational and pleasing. 

The “Progressive” method reading enjoying general use 
New York City offers plan elaborated the finest detail which 
meets each difficulty simply yet definitely and satisfactorily 
that one wonders that this method has been long coming. 
have presented this system the child and both judge 
and jury. The matter the books pleases him. The appearance 
the printed page captures him, intensely interested. 
pronounces good. loves read. With this method, the 
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teacher tells the first story found Book One. Again, the story 
told with dramatic effect and short, simple, unvarying state- 
ments. Those who live among children know how jealously each 
statement watched and how unsafe omit change one 
word. Correction speedily follows. When the child knows the 
story and can tell all part, the teacher prints the first 
event sentence the black board and tells what she has 
printed. She reads the sentence whole, being very careful 
give the expressiveness that she wants. The child repeats the 
sentence whole and imitates the expression. This part 
the work particularly helpful children foreign birth 
parentage. 

Location and sequence must mentally photographed. Then, 
words from the sentence are printed repeatedly under the same 
word the sentence give, were, proper time exposure. 
Anywhere, everywhere—on blackboard, chart “perception 
cards” are these words placed and “Word Hunt” follows. First 
recognition, then capture and the “find” triumphantly and 
carefully compared with its original the sentence. Thus 
the word recognized, place and out place and meaningless 
rote work avoided. Rearrangement and transposition the same 
words, telling the same story next resorted and then comes 
the placing the book the child’s hands. The silence can 
felt the child gazes for the first time with seeing eyes upon 
printed page. His amazement and surprise can not under- 
stood one who has not witnessed this miracle. door 
open. The child has taken his first step towards salvation. 

New difficulties present themselves which are simply and logi- 
met. There are phonetic and unphonetic drills. 
are discovered and from them comes the “blend.” the child 
thoroughly enjoys himself. doing something for himself. 

The discovery the vowel sounds follows natural conse- 
quence. Diacritical marks are used distinguish the long sound 
from the short sound the vowel, but their use very soon dis- 
continued and only resumed when word recognition baffles. The 
same method employed for silent letters. for spelling 
demonstrate and make themselves and become familiar use. 
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Visualization and reproduction paper begin early 
eriod school life. The steps from the writing words and 
the building “blends” the writing sentences are gradual 
and easy. Before the child realizes that there anything more 
than pleasurable occupation, finds himself writing the story 
quite easily. The ability write these little stories from mem- 
ory the child and needs only the proper encouragement 
bring out. 

not the intent this article exploit this system de- 
tail. That has been done clearly the “Plan Work” that 
any teacher who can teach, whether she employed city 
public school outlying district school, can successfully 
teach children read and can, through the material found the 
books, foster the same time love good reading. Through 
the “Progressive” method there power attack new material. 
Big words longer intimidate. and suffixes are 
stripped from the “Family” word and the child’s own effort gets 
the word. The power has been given the work for himself. 
the close the second year this method, the whole story 
world has been opened. has been awakened and the 
desire and the power his, Dramatization has made 
real many the stories told. Self-consciousness has disappeared 
and its place has come the natural tone voice, the pleasing 
inflection and the power sustain interest the listener well 
the reader. 

bibliography need accompany this system. The bars are 
down. The field literature open the young explorer, and 
may wander will culling its flowers beauty and depending 
for choice upon the training and refining influence exerted upon 
him the books provided for him during his “Method Life.” 
comes time realize that good book the greatest thing 
the world. With Lowell can say, “Thoughts that great 
hearts once broke for, now breathe cheaply the common air.” 
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Our Compulsory Education Laws, and 
Retardation and Elimination Our 


Public Schools 


education laws are failures. They 
are wrong principle and have already outlasted 

any usefulness which they may ever have had. 
Compulsory education is, course, not question. 
rather the form our compulsory education 
laws which should perceive longer 
adapted the very purpose for which they were 
designed. Instead securing that proper train- 
ing for citizenship which must the foundation successful 
free institutions, they let every year vast numbers through their 
net. The reason for this that they are designed upon wrong 
namely, the principle keeping the child the school 
definite length time, and then turning him loose whether 
has even the rudiments education not. 

surely strange that none the writers upon retardation 
and elimination our public schools have pointed out that the 
source these evils largely the nature our educational 
laws. every hand admitted that our public schools are 
failing the work which they should for the child before 
starts upon his life-work the world. Nearly all writers, how- 
ever, seem think that the only way remedy this evil 
make the curriculum our public schools more “attractive”, 
hold the child’s interests longer; and thus may inci- 
dentally secure the real training which the work-a-day world and 
free institutions will require him. The result that have 
made education such “soft” affair that very far from fur- 
nishing the discipline which life requires. Now, not op- 
posed the making curricula attractive the child’s interests, 
provided wisely done; but absurd think that this 
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way alone children can held long enough school 
give them the training they need. the other hand, there 
real danger that this method habits perseverance, self con- 
trol and hard work will fail proper emphasis. 

Let look the facts. According the reports the United 
States Commissioner Education for series years, only one- 
third the pupils that enter the first grade our public schools 
reach the eighth grade. Growing population can, course, ex- 
plain only little the discrepancy between the numbers the 
first and eighth grade. Other investigations have shown that 
American cities ten per cent the pupils leave school before 
reaching the fourth grade, nineteen per cent before the fifth grade, 
thirty-two per cent before the sixth grade, forty-six per cent be- 
fore the seventh grade, sixty per cent before the eighth grade, 
and per cent before graduation. Again, the sta- 
tistics show that only sixty-eight per cent those the second 
grade remain till the sixth grade. They also show that almost 
every case those who drop out school before they should are 
the pupils who have been “retarded,” who have not kept pace, 
other words, with the children their age-class. The elimination 
pupils the lower grades especially almost wholly older 
pupils, retarded pupils who have failed keep interest their 
school work, but who are old enough work, 

All teachers know where these children go, who drop out our 
public schools before graduation because they are behind their 
grades but old enough work. investigation 4386 such 
children the city St. Louis showed that 3764 them went 
into the ranks unskilled labor, while less than ten per cent went 
into that might called skilled any sense. the 
ninety per cent that went into unskilled occupations, fully seven- 
per cent engaged work which simply involved fetching 
and carrying. The pupils, other words, who leave our public 
schools before they graduate from the grades, for the most part 
swell the ranks unskilled labor. They are the ones who 
later become “the and who furnish the bulk 
those our dependent and delinquent classes. say the least, 
this one the most tragic features our present social life 
with its inadequate educational system. 
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There is, however, still another aspect the matter which 
often overlooked; and that is, that those who leave our public 
schools after completing only five six grades are very inade- 
quately trained for citizenship. They have not even mastered 
the three R’s, say nothing specific training the duties 
citizenship. Our public schools, best, are yet but poor in- 
struments train citizens. The little specific training which 
they give history and civics comes almost entirely the 
last three grades; hence those who leave the public school before 
the completion the final grades fail get the most important 
part their education, not only for their own self-support, but 
also for their efficiency citizens and voters. public school 
system which nearly two-thirds the children fail in- 
structed the most important branches, both for their own indi- 
vidual success life and for their efficiency citizens, must 
certainly called woeful failure, indeed. 

Now, these familiar facts would not need dwelt upon, were 
not for the self-satisfied attitude which most our educators 
have gotten into regarding our compulsory education laws. Some, 
sure, vaguely feel that these laws are failure, and have set 
work remedy their defects softening and making attrac- 
tive the curriculum, process which have seen may readily 
too far. need wake the fact that compulsory 
education law which applies simply definite period 
child’s life bound failure. Parents know and children 
come readily know, that after certain definite time the law 
cannot touch them; hence they “soldier” the school authorities 
till they are then they know they can easily get freed, 
they can least read and write. 

Now, dealing with delinquent children and even delinquent 
adults, has been discovered that definite sentence the 
greatest all impediments the individual’s progress -toward 
reformation. Why should not work just the same upon the 
development character normal children? Surely normal 
and delinquent children are, rule, not different after all. 
the indefinite period detention industrial reform school 
good for the delinquent child, why not indefinite period 
instruction and training our public schools good for the normal 
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mistake turn the abnormal child out the insti- 
tution before fitted for normal life, isn’t even greater mis- 
take allow millions children leave our public schools before 
they are fitted take their place the complex life the pres- 
ent? are surely the situation which are creating 
rights, institutions and social organization which demand 
highly developed intelligence and character the part the in- 
dividual, without even providing any machinery which that 
intelligence and character can developed. 

Now, the plea this article just this: let committees 
educators both our several states and the nation large, 
guided and supervised perhaps state and national educational 
associations, carefully decide what they think the minimum 
education which should required for every boy girl before 
they are allowed forth into our complex social life, where 
the struggle for existence hard, and where the responsibili- 
ties which they must assume citizens are great. Then let 
compulsory education law, complete this minimum require- 
ment education our public schools before they are permitted 
forth and take their places the world labor. With 
such law the key his destiny, speak, would the 
child’s own power. would free take the work life 
soon was fit so, but sooner. Knowing this, all 
children would immensely stimulated. hookey” and 
“the truancy problem” would almost immediately reduced 
Children would thrown upon their own responsi- 
bility, their own self-respect and pride would and the 
strongest all stimulants for keeping with the work their 
grade and age-class would applied. Moreover, should 
longer witness the senseless practice children getting “labor 
permits” the age fourteen who have not the knowledge and 
training some children ten; nor would there any danger 
precocious children this way getting out into the world 
work too soon. The standard for graduation would undoubtedly 
kept sufficiently high prevent any such danger. From the 
mental and social standpoint, however, there more sense 
allowing child thirteen, who has graduated from the grades, 
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into regular employment than child sixteen who yet 
far from graduation. 

Such “indeterminate” compulsory education law would, 
finally, enable our schools social service which they are now 
not well able perform that is, would enable them pick out 
finally the undoubtedly and turn them over 
proper institutions for their care and training. All eugenists and 
all students our classes are agreed that the elimination 
the feeble-minded one the most important tasks which 
confronts society. Dr. Goddard’s investigations New York 
City schools show that about two out every hundred our pub- 
lic school children are undoubtedly feeble-minded. these feeble- 
minded (who can rarely get beyond the sixth grade) are allowed 
out into life, the laws heredity they inevitably pass 
future generations their defects and even diffuse them the 
population whole. Now, every one knows that even with 
Binet-Sinion test very difficult detect the higher grades 
the feeble-minded our public schools they are allowed leave 
the age fourteen. such difficulty detecting the feeble- 
minded would experienced all pupils were the public 
schools for indeterminate period, until they had completed the 
minimum prescribed for graduation. Thus, indeterminate 
compulsory education law would have eugenic value for the 
race, well social and economic value for individual success 
and good citieznship. fact, the only compulsory education 
law which can approved scientifically, and the only one 
really worth having. Why should not have it? 
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years ago the Illinois Association Teachers 
English appointed committee investigate 
high school students’ preferences reading. Among 
the findings this committee have not the re- 
port hand) was the general statement that stu- 
dents the high school age have fondness for 


they are interested works which balance right 
against wrong. general, recognize this predisposi- 
tion the ethical, and high school teachers, particular, can 
testify the frequency with which discussions problems 
character and conduct occur. view these facts inter- 
esting, say the least, find highly recommended and widely 
used high school edition Julius Caesar, edited prominent 
student Shakespeare, which any moral guilt the part 
Brutus disclaimed. The other day high school teacher called 
attention the following general note Act Scene 
this edition and said that his students, without exception, had 
questioned its statements: 


mistake judgment led him, Brutus, the assas- 
sination Caesar, and the inevitable Nemesis followed 
the form physical disaster. But there stain 


his conscience, and there moral catastrophe, 
Macbeth.” 


Does the editor mean imply that Nemesis comes purely 
physical disaster? That Brutus’s conscience does not hurt him? 
and that consequently there moral catastrophe 

suppose one will take issue with the statement that Brutus 
was led the assassination Caesar mistake judgment. 
However may have been too easily persuaded that papers 


books which the moral trend evident; 
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promiscuously thrown his windows represented the will 
the people, have failed see the dissembling the arguments 
Cassius, is, nevertheless, honest with himself reasons 
his decision join the conspirators. But the other statements 
the note may not generally accepted. The question 
whether not the Nemesis which pursued Brutus was purely 
physical can answered only after determining whether there 
was any stain his conscience. there was, there must have 
been moral catastrophe degree, and just far must the 
Nemesis have been above and beyond mere physical disaster. 

there any stain Brutus’s conscience? When Antony has 
stirred the people against the conspirators news comes that 
Brutus and Cassius are “rid like madmen through the gates 
Kome.” From this very moment Brutus changed man. 
has struck down Caesar not for what but for fear what 
might become, and now begins realize his mistake. This 
change shown first his attitude towards his friends. be- 
comes peevish, irritable, and forgetful. 

When the army encamped near Sardis and Lucilus returns 
from Cassius the suspicious nature Brutus asserts itself his 
first question. 

“Bru. How received you: let resolved. 
With courtesy and with respect enough 
But not with such familiar instances, 
Nor with such free and friendly conference, 
hath used old. 
Bru. Thou hast 
hot friend cooling.” 

Cassius arrives and the two generals have some words but Bru- 
tus admonishes Cassius not let their armies see any disagree- 
ment between them, but they will have out when they are alone 
the tent. This scene characteristic Brutus the day 
his death. able control himself and hold his pas- 
sions leash, especially when policy requires suppression. When- 
ever does give way only for moment and straightway 
cold again, 

the quarrel between the two generals Brutus less 
choleric, testy, and ill-tempered than Cassius himself. warns 
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Cassius remember the ides March, and then launches into 
eulogy his motives striking Caesar. But not sure that 
the motives all the conspirators were above reproach. 
slowly being disillusioned, and with the disillusionment comes 
something bitterness: 
“for mine own part, 
shall glad learn noble men.” 
The quarrel lasts only until Brutus gains control himself. 
The excuse for his show temper this confession: 
Cassius, sick many griefs. 
The death Portia only the one grief added the “many” 
which makes him sink for moment beneath the weight. But 
only for moment. philosophy asserts itself and when 
Cassius would lament for Portia cuts him off, “Speak more 
her,” and again, more, pray you.” task control 
himself but Brutus schooled this line and succeeds the 
admiration his friend. Cassius says: 


have much this art you, 
And yet nature could not bear so.” 


Immediately there talk the morrow’s engagement. Cas- 
sius would remain Sardis and let the enemy seek him out. 
Brutus would march Philippi. Why? Ostensibly antici- 
pate the augmentation the opposing army and take the tide 
his own affairs flood, but really engaged, decide 
the issue once and relieve the terrible anxiety his soul. When 
“the deep night crept upon their talk” Brutus calls the 
guards and tells them sleep his tent—perhaps will other- 
wise bethink himself. restive and uneasy. Then finds 
the book about which had spoken harshly Lucius and shows 
his troubled mind this apology: 


“Bear with good boy, much forgetful.” 
But cannot read. asks for music and the lad falls asleep. 
And always Brutus thinking—thinking only man thinks 
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when remorse preying upon his conscience and when self- 
accusation driving him despair. The strain becomes un- 
bearable and feels himself giving way his evil spirit takes 
shape before his eyes the ghost Caesar. Only for moment 
Brutus disconcerted. occasion for self-exertion. 
gets hold himself but that very act the ghost vanishes. Now 
action more necessary than ever. wakens the sleepers, sends 
the guards Cassius, and busies himself preparation for the 
march—outwardly the same Brutus before. 

Anticipating the outcome the battle Brutus says his philos- 
ophy teaches him endure with patience whatever may come, but 
when Cassius reminds him that, defeated, will led captive 
through the streets Rome, cries out, 


“No Cassius, no! 
But this same day 
Must end that work the ides March begun.” 


From this time forth his conduct and words afford unbroken 
revelation mind harassed the spirit set motion that 
evil deed the ides March. Cassius dies acknowledging the 
power Caesar, and Brutus looks upon his dead friend 
gives voice the one thought that burned into his brain: 


Julius Caesar, thou art mighty yet! 
Thy spirit walks abroad.” 


Cassius dead, the battle lost, and Brutus firmly resolved 
his end. The strong nature overwhelmed. His servants 
see him weep. calls one them him and unburdens him- 


self: 


“The ghost Caesar hath appear’d 
Two several times night; Sardis once, 
And, this last night, here Philippi fields: 
know hour come.” 


runs upon his sword and his dying words are tribute the 
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spirit Caesar and the same time acknowledgment that 
this spirit has driven him the deed: 


“Caesar, now still: 
kill’d not thee with half good will.” 


the foregoing sketch true the facts may conclude 
that Brutus’s conscience troubles him from the very day strikes 
Caesar until the hour when falls upon that same sword and 
dies with Caesar’s name his lips. shown his 
actions flees from the mob and rushes feverishly into 
the war; his suspicious, irritable attitude toward Cassius and 
the servants; and most important all, his own words 
talks the ghost the solitude night, expresses his 
fear that spirit the light day, and confesses that his 
death due its mighty influence. And with this uneasiness 
conscience there comes his death moral catastrophe—not 
trophe none the less. When came think his deed was 
the moral complexion which showed itself most conspicu- 
ously, and argue with himself and his friends much 
might, could not drive from his mind the fact his own 
guilt—that was murderer. 

All which points the fact that the Nemesis which pursued 
Brutus was not merely the form physical disaster. That 
most prominent first glance, but there retributive justice 
above and beyond which contrast may call spiritual. 
Brutus the philosopher, Brutus the idealist, Brutus the student 
and man books struck the blow which made him criminal 
just much his ideal realm the practical world, and 
the inevitable retribution was the recognition this fact and, 
consequently, the destruction his ideal, the blasting his phil- 
osophical creed, and his own spiritual well physical death. 
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ing may seem quite accidental, depend 

upon the amount education one has had, and 

for instance, from one’s maternal grandmother 
the curve her cheek-bone the color her 
hair. But constant practice will soon show that whatever one’s 
habit has been, correct spelling may acquired fixing the 
attention firmly upon the right form and holding there for 
sufficient length time make the record indelible. How long 
time sufficient length” is, will course vary according the 
receptivity the student’s mind and the strength the im- 
pression. 

For example: group young people once formed little 
club, calling themselves “The Inseparables.” One the girls 
who painted prettily made badges, twelve them, blue satin 
ribbon, painting the name each one white letters. She felt 
quite proud her work until one the boys the club cau- 
tiously suggested that would look better than the she had 
painted the third vowel’s place. Although she had worked 


over those badges long, long time, constantly misspelling “In- 


separables”, she never again forgot how should have been 
spelled. 

The effectiveness various systems memory-training de- 
pends upon this principle fixing the attention, concentrating 
it, upon point after point what learned; and all train- 
ing, not too artificial, proves valuable not only for the par- 
ticular case covers, but for the whole faculty well. use 
one form memory-training every time make child look 
spelling meaning for himself, instead telling him 
what is. will remember better,” say, “if you look 
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for yourself.” That is, the effort required the search 
stimulates the attention, and the desire avoid the same effort 
again concentrates the mind upon the bit information required, 
(or whatever the word may be), the child 
says: never forget that again. 
the concentration sharp enough, continued for sufficient 
length time, permanent record the information made, 

the days “spelling bees,” the incentive rivalry made 
spelling art. The art was mastered learning “by heart” 
long columns words given spelling books those days. 
hold spelling bees excellent way teach children any 
age and any generation spell, but the greater part their drill 
should given upon the written form the 

knowledge “the new psychology,” value all educa- 
tion, great help this particular branch. general, 
can most readily learn and teach calling attention like- 
nesses; particular, linking together words which are spelled 
similarly, order make group-distinctions definite and the 
relations between them close; Herbert Spencer says, “Knowledge 
avoid directing the attention the child that which wish 
him forget; specifically, avoid looking misspelled words. 
write word both ways, see which one “looks right,” 
promptly rub out the one which wrong, and re-write the proper 
form times enough fix permanently the memory. 

learning spell English words, one the greatest 
culties learn distinguish between and The only 
rule commonly taught is: 


before 

Except after 

neighbor and weigh.” 


The rule stands misleading, since besides those words 
having before ei, and those having pronounced long 
more than half many words are found The rule 
does hold, however, words which the sound long 
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represented the two letters; they are all Other than 
ceil and ceiling, the words taking are those formed with 
prefix the root from the Latin capere, seize take; 
words which take eption after deceit, deceive, deception con- 
ceit, conceive, receipt, receive, reception. have 
perceit, but have perceive, perception. have belief, 
believe; relief, relieve; reprieve; grief, grieve; but not 
have corresponding forms these words are spelled with 
ie. cases other than these eption words, may followed 
glacier and financier, sufficient and deficient, with 
ceil and ceiling. 

Since, then, can formulate rules guide us, let care- 
fully study the two sets words separately. learn one 
group thoroughly, establishing many relations between its 
members possible, and concentrating our attention upon their 
characteristics and likenesses, writing them frequently and getting 
their mental image clear possible, without meanwhile 
allowing thought dwell all upon the other group. the 
difference their spelling was dependent upon recognizable 
principle, this method would round-about and unnecessary: 
but one searches vain discover the origin the words 
the given lists any such principle. The difference seems 
purely arbitrary. find that the simpler, the normal 
form, but most the words, both those and those 
have come down from the Middle English, and both 
and are found words derived from closely related 
Latin, Greek, French and German words. 

These lists have been made for the present unusual and 
foreign words are not probably additions may found 
further search. 

Let consider first those words which are picture 
our group ie. has the sound long piece, 
the same slightly slurred when followed tier; “neu- 
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long 


reprieve 
grievance 
grievous 
mischief 
mischievous 


long followed 


tier 
pier 
bier 


fierce 


pierce 
tierce 
cashier 
financier 
grenadier 
fusilier 
gondolier 
chandelier 


long 
view 
review 
interview 
lieu 


long 


die 
fie 

hie 
lie 

pie 
tie 
vie 


short 
friend 
deficient 
sufficient 

short 
sieve 
neutral followed 

courtier 
soldier 
clothier 
glazier 
brazier 
grazier 
glacier 


split the syllabic construction the word (as client, quiet, 
science), but fiery should noticed carefully, does not fol- 
low naturally from fire. 


*Besides the past tense the verbs this list, note that words are obtained 
changing the terminal present-tense verbs and adding er: cry, cried, 


dried, drier, etc. 


piece 
priest 
shriek 
bri 
fie 
lief 
thief 
grief 
belief 
i 
leve 
relief 
gl 
li ' 
lege 
field 
shi J ; 
ield 
yield 
end 
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Nonsense sentences may made link these words into 
groups. The words yield themselves readily catchy rhymes. 
view across the pier, 
thievish grenadier, 
With mien fiend full fierce, 
Raises brief siege against his chief, 
But yields before his niece grief. 

Merely thinking out such sentences helps associate the words, 
and half hour used will prove more effective than much 
longer time spent the ordinary methods learning spell. 

Having thoroughly mastered the after allowing consider- 
able time, least week, elapse, let second lesson take 
the study words containing has the sound long 


long long long 
eight either height 
weigh neither sleight 
weight weir stein 
inveigh weird seismic, etc. 
neigh ceil eider 
neighbor ceiling gneiss 
sleigh sheik eidolon 
freight seize kaleidoscope 
rein leisure 
reign short 
vein care surfeit 
feign their forfeit 
feint heir foreign 
deign 
seine the eption words 
skein conceit receipt receit 
veil conceive receive 

deceit perceive 
deceive 


Their easily remembered from them, the-m, and their fixes 
the spelling the heir—t-heir. “But,” some one once will 
say, “it easier remember the spelling than remember 
what you remember by!” Granted. That true all sys- 
tems mnemonics. The association, often far-fetched, merely 
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directs the attention. the attention can equally well fixed 
without the diverting association, the effect produced directly, 
and effort saved. 

Here are some kaleidoscopic sentences whose very absurdity 
makes them cling the memory for associative use: 

Their neighbor’s way spelling weigh and weight the 
vein neigh and freight. 

The reigning sheik’s heir received surfeit eider-down, 
heaped the ceiling. 

Their slight hand wierd feint, very eidolon; either 
seize the weir draw the seine over the gneiss like veil. 

spin skein; the seine deign draw. With mein Fraulein 
stein wine (it should beer) fine. hear the Meister- 
singers. May climb the Eiffel Tower. Ach, Hein! That 
not 

After the two lessons have been thoroughly learned, practice 
should given lists and words mixed jndiscriminately. 
doubt mistake arises, rivet the word permanently, 


concentration, the group which belongs. 


The Folksong 
Ipa 


From the German Bodenstedt. 


the wedding feast the village, 
the feast joyous and glad, 

With the guests, the feasting and dancing, 
There came poor singer lad. 


Rich gifts the young pair the guests brought— 
How the sun them gleamed and 
The singer brought the wedding 
little song alone. 


Bride and groom and guests long since 
the grave have withered away; 

Worn dust are all the gifts; 

The song—that lives for aye! 
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Examination Questions for Longfellow’s Miles Standish.” 


what class poetry does Mites belong? What 
the subject the poem? What episode the nucleus the poem 
service the history New England does the poem render? 

What two themes universal and abiding interest are de- 
veloped Mites the metre the poem and 
comment its fitness for the purposes the narrative. 

“Lines and passages STANDISH are among the Eng- 
lish-speaking world’s most familiar possessions.” Quote five these 
lines passages and assign each its place the story. 

Describe the setting the poem. Show that the figures and 
allusions the text accord with the setting and atmosphere the 
story. From what source are most these illustrations drawn? 

How does Longfellow characterize the time and place the 
action his story? Tell what you have learned your history 
the settlement Plymouth. How many these facts are mentioned 
the poem? What additional facts interest regarding the settle- 
ment have you learned from reading 

what two names are these colonists called the poem? 
Distinguish between the two words. How many those who came 
the Mayflower are mentioned the poem name? 

Give the location Plymouth and describe, from the text, 
its situation and surroundings. Whence did obtain its name? 
What traces the “Old Colony Days” you find the Plymouth 
today? How does the ship master characterize Plymouth (Can- 
v.). 

Relate the story the poem full but the fewest possible 
Name the scenes and episodes which interest you most. Which 
the most dramatic scene the poem and the one which best illus- 
trates the character the Pilgrims? Quote the lines which form 
the climax the poet’s description this scene. 

Describe the appearance John Alden and Miles Standish 
the opening scene the story. What does this scene reveal (1) 
the character the two men. (2) the history the colony 
during that terrible winter, (3) John Alden’s accomplishments 
and position Standish’s home, (4) Alden’s sentiments towards 
Priscilla? How this last fact expressed? What figures speech 
make this portion the poem 
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10. Write biography Miles Standish from material furnished 
the poem. Collect all the passages describing-his appearance and 
disposition. Give suitable subjects for twelve illustrations for the 
text. Describe detail three these. 


11. Tell the stories suggested the words:—Not Angles but 
angels; Children lost the woods, etc.; Huge Goliath Gath; 
the beautiful Bertha; the wedding Ruth and Boaz. 

From material furnished the text, write sketch Pris- 
cilla. Write imaginative sketch her life before she came 
Plymouth. What was Priscilla’s family-name? 


13. Contrast the characters Miles Standish and John Alden. 
What feeling have you towards each the end each canto? How 
does Miles Standish characterize himself? How does Priscilla char- 
acterize 


14. Narrate, your own words, all the incidents connected with 
Alden’s decision stay Plymouth. Why did decide stay? 
Relate all the incidents connected with his bethrothal Priscilla. 


15. Describe full the closing scene the poem. Comment 
upon its beauty and impressiveness. 

16. Relate the entire scene connected your mind with “Why 
don’t you speak for yourself, John?” your own words, 
Priscilla’s justification her question. 

17. Explain Miles Standish’s “joke” when says, “Like Caesar, 
know the name each Quote Standish’s favorite 
adage and show the direful consequences resulting from disregarding 
its teachings. 

18. Identify each the following and state the purpose served 
the introduction each name into the Saint 
Gregory, Julius Caesar, Ainsworth, David, Brutus, river Euphrates, 
Isaac. 

19. the picture seen Miles Standish looked 
from the window his house (Canto i.). What impression does the 
poet’s description this picture produce upon you the 
picture which might called, The Mayflower riding Anchor. 

20. Reproduce full the Council Scene. this connection ex- 
plain, God had sifted three kingdoms find the wheat for this 
planting. whom the reference, Only one them old, the hill 
that was nearest heaven? 

21. Tell all you know Plymouth Rock. How does the poet 
characterize it? Under what circumstances mentioned the 
poem 

22. Write newspaper report the wedding Priscilla; the 
Indian fight which Wattawamat was slain; the sailing the 
Mayflower. 
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23. what period the poet’s career was STANDISH 
written? What personal interest had Longfellow the Plymouth 
Colony? What place has this poem occupied American literature 
since the date its publication? 

24. Quote some the literary criticisms 
which you have read studied. Illustrate the truth these cita- 
tions from the text. What the most conspicuous feature the 
diction the poem? 


25. Longfellow was doubt whether call his poem 
STANDISH Give reasons for thinking that chose 
wisely the 
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American Notes—Editorial 


The International Sunday School Association gathers statistics 
the Sunday School activities the world once three years. The 
last report was upon the facts gathered the year 1911. The new 
census being taken now, and few weeks the returns will 
and doubt they will show marked progress many respects. 
The period the past three years has been one increased intelli- 
gent activity the part the leaders the effort bring the or- 
ganization the Sunday Schools, their methods, and the materials 
for study more nearly the standards the public schools. The 
subject grading the Sunday School has particular received wide 
discussion; and the great religious publishing houses, individually 
combination, have provided large amount valuable lesson 
material adapted the needs fully graded Sunday School. Psy- 
chology has made rapid advancement and its principles are seen 
apply with peculiar definiteness religious instruction. The prob- 
lems belonging given age are seen totally different from 
those met with another age, and each class arranged with 
reference the need and capacity the boys girls constituting 
the class, and definite results are aimed and attained. Teacher- 
training classes have multiplied rapidly and are lifting the average 
teaching efficiency far above what has been the past. The 
1911 statistics showed 20,889 Sunday Schools, out total 160,000 
the United States, using graded lessons one more de- 
partments. that time only year and half had elapsed since 
the first appearance the International graded lessons. From ad- 
vance reports the present canvass, are justified forecasting 
fully 40,000 graded Sunday Schools 1914,—a most encouraging 
showing when consider the conservatism and other adverse influ- 
ences which such new movement always certain encounter. 
There great opportunity for consecrated and energetic teachers, 
superintendents and other public school experts help along this 
splendid cause real, modern and adequate religious education. 
Leaders are great demand organize, supervise, teach, write, and 
make addresses showing how the now well-established, scientific prin- 
ciples teaching can applied the Sunday School and made 
effective there they have been made public school education. 


Some idea the “housing” conveniences for the great meeting 
the National Education Association St. Paul July next can 
formed from the statements made about the impressive “Municipal 
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Auditorium” which will the headquarters the convention. 
seats 10,000 people. When the Auditorium was formally 
opened April, 1907, 2,000 couples danced the stage one time, 
while some 7,000 people looked on. dinner President Taft 
2,000 persons sat tables the stage alone. batallion infantry 
can maneuver there with room spare. circuses, with 
sawdust rings, performing horses and elephants and aerialists swinging 
dizzy heights, have been held there. These facts indicate how 
spacious this great building which St. Paul and its citizens, in- 
dividual subscription made possible. flexible structure, made 
methods devised there and patented. Boxes along one-third 
the side walls with seats above them are steel frames; they 
swing inward, the proscenium arch and scenery drop from conceal- 
ment the ceiling and cozy theatre created. The acoustics 
the building are wonderful. Grand opera singers have praised them 
enthusiastically. speaker’s ordinary voice can heard distinctly 
the top the gallery the farthest end the block-long building. 
There are beautiful promenades and lounging rooms. The interior 
architecture and decorations are exceptionally pleasing 
their simple, dignified forms and colors. The structure abso- 
lutely there nothing that will burn except the wood- 
work the seats and the scenery. The convenience St. Paul 
meeting place for those living east west and the exceptionally 
attractive program, added the attractions the great “twin cities” 
entertaining the visitors, bid fair make the attendance phenomenal. 


The following utterances the “Playground” question are right 
the point and should carefully weighed town and school authori- 
ties who have established who are contemplating the establishment 
playgrounds for the school children. The sentiments expressed 
are from the pen well known and highly esteemed contributor 
Education, Dr. Henry Curtis. says: “The playground move- 
ment throughout the world stands for organized play. People usually 
think first that children not care for this, but experience every- 
where shows that they do. Washington there was playground 
about eighty feet square, which contained about fifty dollars worth 
apparatus. used open this the beginning the season 
charge very capable kindergartner. She had daily atten- 
dance 400 children. She went away her vacation and put 
substitute her place; had attendance 200 children. When 
the substitute went away, kept open charge the janitor for 
difference between and 400 was purely difference organiza- 
tion. The supervision the playgrounds essential securing 
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the attendance the children, as, without this supervision, the 
younger children never have chance the equipment; and parents, 
suspicious the influences such place, are apt not allow their 
children attend, and there nothing going that makes atten- 
dance worth while. But the main question regard the play- 
ground not that the children should come, but that they should get 
something worth while when they come, and for this, supervision 
absolutely necessary. 

The first thought the playground promoters was that the pur- 
pose the grounds was keep the children off the streets; but they 
might quite well have said that the purpose the public school 
was keep the children off the streets. Both the playgrounds and 
the schools serve this purpose, but could hardly say that this 
the object either them. The ideals the playgrounds have 
become nearly definite today the ideals the school, and the 
playground specialists believe that the objects which can achieved 
through organized play are less important than the objects attained 
through the school itself.” 


are glad note, clip, and pass along with our hearty approval, 
the following, from exchange paper, regard the Bible the 
Public Schools :—“Indiana has decided follow the example set 
North Dakota and provide instruction the literature the Bible 
for the children the public schools the state. The syllabus 
prepared the state board education; the students pursue their 
studies home under the guidance their parents Sunday School 
teachers; they are examined stated intervals and credit given 
the work satisfactory. The literary and not the theological 
aspects the Bible are studied, and the work voluntary. This 
method teaching designed satisfy the fears persons who 
incline the belief that Bible teaching the schools means sectarian 
partiality. would seem that the most consistent opponent sec- 
tarianism the public schools would find difficult object the 
proposed plan. certainly time that the youth our land began 
the impartial study this literary masterpiece the ages and be- 
come conversant with its gems lyric prose, its proverbs, prophe- 
cies and its value from historical standpoint they are with the odes 
Homer, the letters Cicero the literary masterpieces the Eliza- 
bethan period and that more modern times. The more speedily the 
work spreads other states the better.”. 


President Emeritus Charles Eliot, has written Mr. Arthur 
Chamberlain, reply Mr. Chamberlain’s request for brief 
statement upon one more the great educational movements 
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the day, the most interesting educational topic 
the present time how get education high cultural value 
out the teaching exact science and the inductive method, and 
the imperatively needed training skill all sorts,—eye, hand, 
ear, and nervous system generally. your place should try get 
this problem dealt with several persons who approach from dif- 
ferent directions. clear that what called concrete and prac- 
tical training capable imparting high degree culture, 
strong power application and disciplined memory but our school 
systems have not yet learnt it.” 

sending this interesting statement, Mr. Chamberlain writes 
that did not include this question the general program the 
many people informally throughout the country, and especially 
educational meetings where there could short contributions from 
large number. Perhaps after few years such discussion could 
profitably made topic for the general session the 
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Foreign Notes 


Arts Great Practical training house- 
hold arts has long been included the program elementary schools 
for girls England and Scotland, but the secondary schools have 
been slow follow this example. The Cheltenholm College for 
women was one the first announce courses instruction do- 
mestic arts and this time all the best secondary schools for girls 
have provided for the subject. The Clapham High School, London, 
maintains elaborate course leading the diploma offered the Na- 
tional Union for the technical education women. The teachers 
this branch are trained special normal schools departments 
which are now found all the chief cities. Several these schools 
have very ample equipment for the practical training which includes 
cooking, laundry work, cutting and making garments, eare infants, 
bookkeeping, home sanitation. These arts are supplemented the 
related sciences, biology, chemistry and physics. 

King’s College, London, has developed model course covering 
three years and leading the diploma domestic science instituted 
the University London. 


The school law which has been pending the Belgian 
legislature for two years was passed the lower House, February 
18th, the current year. must pass the Senate also, but its suc- 
cess there seems assured. this measure education made 
compulsory the 14th year age, and the financial condition 
teachers improved somewhat. the whole the law very 
favorable parochial schools. 


TEACHERS vs. THE KINDERGARTEN. One result the 
work Montessori has been general awakening interest the 
training young children and especially the principles under- 
lying the Froebelian system. generally recognized that the 
latter has broader and deeper conception the child nature than the 
Montessori system, and that the principles are not wholly dependent 
upon strict uniformity the use material and sequence exer- 
cises. The Belgian Federation Teachers its last annual meeting 
entered protest against the indifference this subject, the part 
the government, and adopted resolutions calling for the establish- 
ment kindergarten Froebel schools every commune with care- 
ful regard hygienic and sanitary conditions, with garden and play 
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grounds attached, and provided with teachers full sympathy with 
the system. 

Attention was called during the discussion the example France 
where the Froebelian system has commanded the support notable 
company officials and authors. Among these are Madame Girard, 
inspectress infant schools Paris; Madame Kergomar, gen- 
eral inspectress infant schools, and the abbé Klein. The last named 


has conducted veritable campaign behalf the cause cities 
France and Belgium. 


ScHOOLs France. France, which has long been 
noted for the variety and importance its evening classes and 
courses popular lectures for youths and adults has only just 
awakened the need organized system continuation schools 
classes. Bills are pending before the legislature for prolonging 
the period obligatory school attendance least three years 
from years age. Such action preliminary demand 
for public provision for continuation schools. Meanwhile munici- 
palities and private persons are establishing schools this order 
many centers. example afforded experiment the city 
Nancy. Through the combined efforts the city authorities, and 
various societies, among them the association former pupils, the 
Chamber Commerce, Trade and Industrial Unions, there has been 
organized the higher primary school Nancy, continuation 
course which period three years has given systematic instruc- 
tion about 500 apprentices. The classes are held early the morn- 
ing, from half past six quarter eight. Candidates for admission 
must not less than fourteen years age, and must attend with the 
sanction and the assistance their employers. The state grants 
subsidy this work. 


TRIBUTE THE DANES THE CANADIAN 
Danes excel having levelled general; Canada excel 
the exceptions. Take one illustration. They send large quantities 
butter, bacon and eggs the United Kingdom. They get high prices 
because the superiority the quality resulting from their methods 
managing. They take out the United Kingdom annually over 
eight millions dollars more than other nations obtain for equal 
quantity the same products. They get more, premium the 
quality their butter, bacon, and eggs, than spent our whole 
system rural education Canada. That large tribute collected 
from foreign nation the ability these people. They are 
using for further training and further enlightenment and further 
development. 
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manifested the present time the subject religious instruction 
public schools gives importance what has come known the 
system New South Wales. The principal features this system are 
follows:— The school teacher school hours gives selected lessons 
from book provided for the purpose, but not allowed give sec- 
tarian teaching. Any minister religion entitled school hours, 
days arranged with the school committee give children 
his own denomination, separated from others, hour’s religious in- 
struction. Any parent may withdraw his child from all religious 
teaching objects such religious instruction being given. The 
system which originated South Wales has been adopted Tas- 
mania, and Western Australia. Queensland requires religious in- 
struction all the state schools since 1910. Victoria, South Aus- 
tralia, and New Zealand will probably follow these examples. 


The international institute pedagogy Brus- 
sels opened its second semester March first the current year. Among 
the courses announced one the most complete that the “psy- 
chology and pedagogy abnormal children those arrested de- 
velopment.” course will given well-known experts, among 
them, Dr. Boulenger the’ special school Brabant, Dr. Dupureux 
physician the special school Ghent, and the directress this 
school, Mme. Rudder-Lavraese. The attendants upon this course, 
they desire, can pass examination for diploma. 

The Tenth International Congress commercial education held 
Budapest August September brought together representa- 
tives twenty nations and the reports presented showed marked 
progress the provision for commercial education throughout cen- 
tral and northern Europe; Belgium and Holland are specially noted 
this respect. 

The course lectures commercial expansion maintained an- 
nually the Society which organized the Congress will held 
the coming summer Barcelona, Spain. The course will include 
series lectures the literature and art Spain. 
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Book Notices 


THE IDEAL SOUND EXEMPLIFIER. aid the primary 
teachers imparting accurate pronunciation and securing rapid 
progress reading. Sister Saint Joseph Archdiocese Boston, 
Mass. Edward Babb Co. Price 

This little book important and valuable that are glad 
give the first place our book review department this number 
Education which devotes several pages the subject Reading the 
public schools. Whatever reading method adopted, the child must 
taught Phonics make satisfactory progress reading 
and spelling. This little book makes thorough study the elemental 
sounds the English language. First have the short vowels fol- 
lowed one consonant; then more than one. Next the long sound 
the vowels and their equivalents are given. Then succession 
find Italian long and short; broad the diphthongs oi, ou, ow, oy; 
short and long; and the wave sound and 
Besides the 397 different Families which include more than three thou- 
sand words, comprehensive Key the Sounds, ten useful Exercises, 
and complete and well-arranged Family Index are found “The Ideal 
Sound The manual adapted for use with any text book 
and will enable teachers give the children complete and thorough 
drill the elemental sounds English, after which both reading and 
spelling will easy and natural. heartily recommend the work 
the author teachers beginning reading. 


CITY SCHOOL SUPERVISION. constructive study applied New 
York City. Edward Elliott, Professor Education and Director 
the course for the Training Teachers the University Wiscon- 
sin, School Efficiency Series. Edited Paul Hanus. World Book 
Company. Price $1.50 postpaid. 

This book deals with one the larger aspects public education. 
perhaps the most important the ten more volumes the 
“School Efficiency Series” growing out the work Professor Hanus 
and his associates the schools New York City. The principles un- 
derlying the series are universal application, The present volume 
treats school supervision complex and difficult problem and states 
that while firmly and widely established the schools this 
country far from being effective should be. Two important 


constructive suggestions are especially emphasized: first, the 


ment Department Investigation and Appraisal integral 
part the school system; and second, Supervisory Council made 


‘of existing supervisory officers and members the teaching staff. The 


latter suggestion, carried out, would substitute co-operation under 
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leadership, for sometimes dangerous centralization authority ad- 
ministering school affairs. Superintendents and members School 
Boards, will find this book especially suggestive and_ helpful. 


FIVE MESSAGES TEACHERS PRIMARY READING. 
Nettie Alice Sawyer, formerly Superintendent Primary Education, 
Seattle, Wash. Rand, McNally Company. Price $1.00. 

helpful manual full practical suggestions teachers begin- 
ning reading. The “messages” concern blackboard work, the primer, 
word study, seat work, and supplementary 


TRAINING THE GIRL. William The Macmillan 
Company. Price, $1.50. 


Professor McKeever well known the readers 
keen observer and facile the expression wholesome truths and 
practical measures relating the upbringing young citizens both 
sexes. This book “affectionately dedicated the service the 
millions growing girls the United State America.” foresee 
that its influence will not the boundaries any single 
country. Part one considers industrial training; part two Social train- 
ing; part three vocational training; part four service training. There 
are numerous full page illustrations, 


BACKWARD AND FEEBLE-MINDED CHILDREN. Edmund 
Huey. Warwick York, Inc., Baltimore, Md. mo., cloth, 221 pages, 
illustrated, $1.40. 

Each the more populous states has several thousand mental defec- 
tives, large numbers whom are attending the public schools. They usu- 
ally make little progress and are distressingly disturbing factors the 
regular classes. Germany, and recently France, and some 
our large cities, these children are being placed special classes 
special schools, according the degree defect. Teachers and school 
experience immediate relief, and the children themselves are the great- 


est beneficiaries. All the schools have these defectives, and the 


recognizing and caring for them immediately pressing one all 
our cities, towns and rural districts. 

Following year the clinics Paris, Dr. Huey’s position the 
Lincoln State School and Colony for nearly year and half involved 
making mental examination each new admission this, one the 
largest state institutions for the feeble-minded. research psychologist 
the institution Dr. Huey made careful psychological study selected 
which represent the transition zone between and 
non-feeble-mindedness, These are just the border cases that puzzle the 
school principal the clinician. this volume presents case after case 
representing various types and groups backward and feeble-minded 
children, The mental and physical characteristics each child and the 
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salient features different groups are clearly stated, with charts which 
graphically present the results various measurements and tests. 


ENGLISH FOR THE NON-ENGLISH. Norman Fergus Black, 
A., Paed., author History Saskatchewan and the Old North- 
west,” etc. Regina Book Shop, Ltd., Publishing Dept., Regina, 
Cloth, price $1.00 net. 211 pages. 

Dr. Black’s volume based upon reports the experiences 
hundreds experts every part the world where necessary 
teach our National tongue children non-English-speaking 
tage. The book serious attempt bring sober experience bear 
upon this burning educational question. 


JATAKA TALES. Retold Ellen Babbitt, 106 pages, illustra- 
tions. The Century Company., cents net. 


The Jataka Tales form one the sacred books the 
Miss Babbitt has selected some the most entertaining, and adapted 
them the child’s vocabulary. Quaint humor and gentle earnestness 
distinguish these legends. They teach many wholesome lessons, among 
them the duty kindness animals. 


HANDBOOK OPPORTUNITIES FOR VOCATIONAL TRAINING 
BOSTON. Foreword David Snedden, Ph. D., Commissioner Educa- 
tion for Massachusetts. Compiled the Committee Opportunities 
for Vocational the Women’s Municipal League Boston, 
Educational Department; and edited Thomas McCracken, 
Cloth, 301 pages. Price $1.25 net, postpaid. 


This volume deserves very wide circulation and getting it. 
directs the inquirer the proper place secure training for the pro- 
fessions, for business, for the household arts, for social settlement work, 
for work for the blind, deaf and crippled, will exceedingly 
helpful teachers, parents, pastors and all who are called upon ad- 
vise and direct young people the choice occupation. will fill 
felt want for source information about specific, actual, “going” 
schools and courses where the best training can found under compe- 
tent instructors. The Women’s League has done real service humani- 
preparing the volume, which has more than local significance, 
since will prove suggestive multitudes various parts the coun- 
try. understand that has been placed the Boston Public Library 
and each its twelve branches, that eighty-three copies have been 
taken the Boston public schools and that has been bought Cham- 
bers Commerce, Universities, Libraries, Young Men’s Christian Asso- 
ciations, Settlements, Homes for Children, Superintendents Schools, 
School Principals, Employers and Manufacturers all over the United 
States. 
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CONTEMPORARY AMERICAN HISTORY, 1877-1913. Charles 
Beard, Associate Professor Politics University. The Mac- 
millan Company. Price $1.50. 

There was real need for this volume and meets that need well. 
Such subjects “The Restoration White Dominion the South,” 
“The Campaign 1896,” “Imperialism,” “Mr. Taft and Republican Disin- 
tegration,” are handled that. commands respect and 
admiration for the author’s powers observation and self-efface- 
ment. 

THE TEACHERS’ STORY-TELLER’S BOOK. Alice O’Grady, 
the Kindergarten Department, Teachers College, and Frances Throop, 
the Pickard School, Chicago, Rand, McNally Company. Price 
$1.00 

There always room for one more book this kind. These stories 
are for children from four eight years age. few them are 
verse, the first ones are short and they grow gradually longer the 
pages are The collection includes some the old favorites like 
“The Little Red Hen,” “Golden Hair and the Three Bears,” “Chicken 
Little,” etc. and some good ones that are less familiar. 
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The Continents and their SOUTH AMERICA. supplemen- 
partment Geography, State Normal School, Los Angeles, Cal., and 
Arthur Henry Chamberlain, M., formerly Professor Education, 
Throop Polytechnic Institute, Pasadena, Cal. The Macmillan Price, 

This admirable supplementary reader giving large number 
interesting facts and vivid impression life the great southern 
half the western hemisphere. 


SELECTED READINGS ENGLISH HISTORY. Harriet 
Tuell and Roy Hatch, Teachers History the High School, 
Somerville, Mass. Price, $1.40. Ginn Company, 


This book includes within the compass one volume 
five hundred pages the maximum amount outside reading required 
for admission college. offers the school with small library 
variety collateral reading hitherto possible only the school 
with most abundant library facilities. 

The readings are chosen from wide range material. The 
bulk the book devoted such extracts from secondary authori- 
ties experience has shown best adapted the purpose, but 
with these are many vivid side lights from the sources and oc- 
bit spirited verse. 

While biography used great extent order make Eng- 
land’s heroic figures live again, emphasis laid also upon social and 
industrial conditions. The selections have been chosen with two ideas 
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mind; historical accuracy and attractiveness. They are ar- 
ranged chronologically, that each period receives its proportionate 
share illustration. 


THE MEDICAL INSPECTION GIRLS SECONDARY 
Catherine Chisholm, A., D., Medical Inspector the Manchester 
High School for Girls. With diagrams. Longmans, Green and Company. 
Price $1.10 net. 


The standards today reference safe-guarding the health 
our school children are far advance those the past. Some the 
modern methods medical inspection used able woman doctor 
England are here presented. They will prove suggestive and helpful 
parents, teachers, heads girls’ schools and colleges and the more 
mature and thoughtful the girls themselves. The relations health 
scholarship are brought out. 


THE BOOK THE EPIC. THE WORLD’S GREAT EPICS TOLD 
Litt. Lippincott Company. Price, $2.00 net. 


This sumptuous volume nearly five hundred pages puts the 
treasures ages within reach the modern reader. education 
complete without knowledge the the Odyssey, the Aeneid, the 
Cid, the Luciad, the Divine Comedy, The Arthurian Cycle, Robin Hood, 
The Faerie Queene, the Nibelungenlied, the Mahabharata, Hiawatha and 
the others, given with reasonable fulness this handsomely illus- 
trated book. excellent idea gather them all into one volume 
and the book should find wide usefulness schools and colleges, public 
libraries and the home. age story telling and here are the 
world’s great stories worthily retold. 

FIRST BOOK COMPOSITION FOR HIGH SCHOOLS. 
Thomas Briggs, Instructor English Teachers College, Columbia 
University, and Isabel McKinney, Teacher English the Eastern 
State Normal School. Ginn and Company. mo. cloth, 300 
pages. Price cents. 

Contains material for two-year course—in the embodiment 
new idea. From the first page the last places the emphasis the 
qualities good writing rather than forms and formal rules. 


THE GOLDEN PATH BOOK. School Reader. Hershey 
Sneath, Ph. D., LL. D., George Hodges, D., L., and Edward 
rence Stevens, Ph. D., New York. The Macmillan Company, 
Price, cents net. 

The Golden Rule Series compiled response general demand 
for systematic graded instruction morals the schools. this series 
morals are taught indirectly, the use fairy tale, myth, allegory, 
parable, the pupil being allowed his own moralizing. The 
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present volume adapted pupils the fourth grade and contains 
selections great variety, ranging from Hindu fables poems Long- 
fellow. The book admirable every respect and should find wide 
field usefulness. 


STUDIES Frederick Tisdel, Ph. D., Associate 
Professor English the University Missouri. New York. The Mac- 
millan Company. Price cents, net. 

Part this book contains chapters the Epic, the Romance and 
Novel, the Drama, the Essay, the Public Address, Narrative and Lyric 
Poetry, literary types. Part two takes brief survey the de- 
velopment English literature according its chronological divisions 
—the Old English Period, the Middle English Period, the Renaissance, the 
Puritan Age, Classicism, Romanticism, and the Victorian Era. The book 
intended supplement the introductions and notes the anno- 
tated editions literary masterpieces commonly used secondary. 
schools. 


VOCATIONS FOR GIRLS. Barnes Company. 


The author, Mr. Weaver has done notable work vocational 
guidance chairman the Students’ Aid Committee the New York 
City High School Teachers’ Association and recently Director the 
Vocational Guidance Bureau the Buffalo Chamber Commerce. His 
book will help direct the right girl the right place. 


GRIMM. DIE SIEBEN REISEN SINBADS DES SEEMANNES. 
Edited with notes, exercises, and vocabulary Drechsel, M.; 
Master German, Episcopal Academy, Philadelphia, Pa. Cloth, mo. 
180 pages, illustrated. Price, cents. American Book Company. 


The Sinbad stories from the Arabian Nights have perennial in- 
terest. When presented, here, pure, lively, and idiomatic German, 
they provide text for supplementary reading that will both 
teacher and pupil. 


FICK’S, HIN UND HER.— EIN BUCH FUR DIE KINDER. 
Fick, Supervisor German, Cincinnati Public Schools. Cloth, 12mo, 
pages, with illustrations. Price, cents. American Book Company. 


This simple German reader, prepared for classes young pupils, 
contains hundred selections, comprising short stories, anecdotes, verses, 
etc. These are all worded comparatively elementary language, and 
are such nature hold the interest and attention the 
pupils, the same time giving them some idea 
ments German. The author’s two previous books the same 
nature, Dies und Das, and Nev und have proven very successful for 
beginners’ classes, and the present volume worthy companion the 
preceding ones. 
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SOLID GEOMETRY DEVELOPED THE SYLLABUS METHOD. 
Eugene Randolph Smith, M., Head Master, Park School, Baltimore, 
Md. New York. American Book Co. Price, cents. 


The syllabus method teaches pupils how discover the proofs 
geometric theorems for themselves, rather than merely allowing them 
memorize. Hence this book line with present day tendencies. 
commendable also for the abundance its exercises, containing six 
hundred great variety, including about two hundred and seventy-five 
recent college entrance examination questions. The diagrams are good, 
and the book strongly and attractively bound. 


SHORTER FRENCH COURSE. Fraser and Squair, Pro- 
fessors the Romance Department, University Toronto. Heath 
Company. Price $1.10. 


Especially designed for elementary classes schools and colleges. 
Contains numerous oral There phonetic transcription 
the French the first ten lessons for the use teachers who prefer 
begin with the spoken rather than the written language. 


LOVE LETTERS ACTRESS. Elsie Janis. New York. 
pleton Co. Price, $1.00 


Miss Janis has produced bright, sparkling little book, which does 
honor her head and heart. intense, natural, sometimes 
ulous, sometimes delicious, and times very sensible, practical 
and The nine men who pour their love her feet are: The 
College Boy, The Lawyer, The Composer, The Actor, The Platonic Friend, 
The Millionaire, The Literary Man, The Farmer (back home whom she 
loved years ago), and The Stranger. But the last alas! but dream, 
the man she would like find. She shows much skill handling deli- 
situations. The book will make one laugh. will arouse tender 
memories. the whole its influence for good. 


Periodical Notes. 


the April Lippincott’s Francis Newton Thorpe, who was intimate friend 
Horace Howard Furness, edits some interesting letters from this remarkable genius, who 
was the recognized authority all matters Shakespearean. They throw most interesting 
side lights Dr. Furness’s character. 

The student art should not miss seeing the Modern Art Number (April), 
contains richly illustrated symposium This Traditional Age Art,’’ which 
attempt describe and analyze every phase American painting. 

There strong out-of-door flavor the April number Nicholas. The readers 
Keyser’s The Boys Fishing Kit,’’ sure seized with irresisti- 
ble desire once, fishing rod hand, emulate the skill and patience Sir 
Walton. 

The April issue the Journal the American Medical Assoctation claims that en- 
tirely aside from moral sentimental reasons, and considered simply scientific regu- 
lation the interest efficiency, the abolishing all alcoholic liquors from every ship 
and station the Navy will recommend itself the vast majority the American 

eople. 
busy person who desires keep touch with the latest novels but finds time 
read them, should procure copy the Atlantic Monthly for April and read the 
Novel Reader.’’ Novels commendable and otherwise are skilfully and 
keenly criticised this most engrossing article. 
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